
What do seabirds, forests and satellites in space have in common? 

More than you might imagine. 

In fact, our planet and the environment surrounding us benefit from space research and
 development. 

Be it to improve soil use, reduce pollution or guarantee better access to drinking water,
space technologies and satellite data play an essential role in the daily lives of Canadians
here on Earth. 

At the Canadian Space Agency, we encourage and support the development of innovative
applications and solutions that help to improve the quality of life of Canadians and of all
humanity 

1. Water management and protection 

2. Agriculture

3. Pollution

4. Climate change

5. Using the Earth’s resources

6. Forests, or Green heritage
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1. Water management and protection 

Over one billion people worldwide do not have access to safe drinking water.  

Sources: Global Health and Education Foundation and Oxfam.

Did you know that applications developed for the Canadian RADARSAT satellite enables hydrologists
to locate and better manage water resources around the world? 

In Africa, for example, it is difficult to locate groundwater sources using traditional methods, and
 drilling many dry wells quickly becomes costly. The Canadian Space Agency and the Canada Centre
for Remote Sensing have developed a method for locating these bodies of water using images  obtained
from RADARSAT. 

Each year, over 300,000 seabirds die off the east coast of Canada.  

Source: Canadian Space Agency

Canada has taken action to protect wildlife and the coastlines and oceans they inhabit. Through data
gathered by the RADARSAT satellite, we are able to monitor Canadian territorial waters. As part of the
I-STOP project, the RADARSAT satellite scans the surface of the water looking for signs of oil spills. Using
this data from space, Canadian authorities are alerted so that they may take action quickly, in just a
few hours. With such a short response time, the polluting vessel may be quickly located and
 intercepted. 



2. Agriculture

Canada’s total farm acreage is estimated at over 675,867 square kilometres, which

is more than the area of the province of Alberta.

Source: Canada, Censuses of Agriculture

In addition to guiding us on the ground, the global positioning system (GPS), combined with  Canadian
engineering, is helping Canadian producers save time, money and effort, while increasing safety. A
Canadian company used GPS technology to develop an agricultural guidance system that greatly
 improves the distribution of fertiliser on fields both on the ground or from the air, a system that
 increases the cost-effectiveness of the whole process. 

Canada reports a 10 per cent pesticide residue on fresh fruit and vegetables

 produced in this country.  

Source: Canadian Federation of Agriculture

Farmers can use data acquired through satellites and other remote-sensing methods to assess soil
water content and irrigation needs. In addition to enabling farmers to better predict precipitation or
pest infestations, this technology can improve yields, save more crops or help farmers decide to grow
varieties that are more resistant to drought and pests.   

This technology has enormous commercial potential throughout Canada and in the United States,
where crop losses could be significantly reduced. 

Observation of the Earth from space can make it possible to develop better farming practices. This is
revolutionary for the agricultural community, which, through the use of this technology, hopes to
 generate large savings, while at the same time limiting the spread of chemicals that are harmful to
our ecosystem. 

Martian lettuce helps maximize the potential of greenhouses. 

Source: Canadian Space Agency

Where better than the Canadian Arctic to simulate the environment on the planet Mars? Efforts are
now being made to develop technology that will make it possible to survive on the Red Planet one
day. The Canadian Space Agency operates a remotely controlled greenhouse on Devon Island to gain
a better understanding of the design, operational and energy-saving requirements for northern
 facilities. 

The technology used will have a direct impact on the Canadian greenhouse industry, which will  benefit
from improved greenhouse yield and autonomy. Other biology research and experiments also being
conducted in the hostile environment of the Canadian Arctic will benefit this industry, as well as
 northern communities that want to develop their own agricultural potential.
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3. Pollution

Canadians released emissions into the atmosphere equivalent to those of 747 million

mid-size cars driven for 5,000 km.

Source: Human Activity and the Environment, Statistics Canada. Numbers for the year 2005.

MOPITT, a Canadian space instrument designed to measure pollution in the troposphere, that part of
the atmosphere where most of our weather originates, was launched in December 1999, and was
one of the first instruments to clearly show the large-scale transport of pollutants from one continent
to another. 

In measuring the planet-wide distribution of carbon monoxide and methane in the troposphere,
 MOPITT became the first major Canadian instrument used to measure pollution in Earth’s atmosphere
from space. MOPITT is Canadian Space Agency’s biggest contribution to the NASA’s Earth Observation
System.  

The data obtained through MOPITT, combined with those from other instruments, made it possible to
monitor the planet-wide distribution of carbon monoxide over a long period, making it possible,
through time simulation, to paint a picture of the concentrations around the planet over an 18-month
period. 

Through its high-resolution 3D maps of global concentrations of carbon monoxide, MOPITT enables us
to distinguish between natural pollution sources and those related to human activity. In the long
term, it will help us assess whether it is necessary to tighten pollution control measures. The 3D
maps produced by MOPITT have also contributed to worldwide monitoring of the movement of
 pollution originating from burning croplands in Brazil and Africa or in the industrial centres of North
America, Europe and, increasingly, China.  

Canada also contributed to the development of ORACLE, a space-based remote-sensing instrument that
provides information essential for understanding greenhouse gases, global warming, ozone layer
 depletion and air pollutants.  ORACLE measures and monitors constituents of the Earth’s troposphere
and stratosphere, the stable layer that is nearly free of turbulence and weather.

The global ozone layer is shrinking about 4% every ten years.   

Source: NASA

Launched in 2003, the all Canadian SCISAT satellite is helping us gain further insight into the
 atmospheric chemistry and dynamics that affect the ozone layer. SCISAT data is helping scientists
 improve their understanding of ozone layer depletion, especially important for Canadians living in the
Arctic.  This new research is allowing Canada to make informed assessments and decisions on
 international environmental policies.  

Better flight patterns for reduced fuel consumption.

Source: Canadian Space Agency

Canada’s contribution to the European Galileo satellite navigation system is helping airlines to better
plan their flights and air controllers as they direct the flow of air traffic, resulting in major fuel  savings.
In addition to reducing pollution, Canada will have supported efforts aimed at increasing air traffic
capacity and effectiveness, as well as improving the safety of passengers travelling on the various
airlines.
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4. Climate change

Every year, roughly 40,000 icebergs migrate through Canada's eastern waters.

Source: Environment Canada, Canadian Ice Service

One of the most alarming effects of global climate change is the melting of the ice caps, which
 threatens to flood many coastal areas all over the world. Using RADARSAT data, experts are able to
monitor the ice and its movement.    

In an Antarctic mapping mission conducted for NASA, RADARSAT-1 greatly exceeded expectations,
 providing complete coverage and quality images. It made it possible to produce the first map of the
continent, while providing for the first time an overview of the Eastern Antarctic ice streams. 

Satellites also collect sea-level data. Variations in sea levels are one of the most visible signs of the
occurrence of climate change and can affect many coastal communities. 

Resupplying deep-sea exploration platforms and ocean research stations is no small feat. The  Canadian
RADARSAT satellite allows for regular monitoring of the entire Arctic region to map the distribution of
sea ice and ensure that boats take safe and secure routes. The data obtained by RADARSAT have
greatly contributed to the updating of Antarctic maps and the monitoring of ice fields in that region.
In addition, RADARSAT has increased our knowledge of the various types of ice. 

Each year in Canada, fires burn an average of 25,000 square kilometres of forest,

the equivalent of over four times the area of Prince Edward Island. 

Source: Natural Resources Canada

Space technology has been used around the world for emergency response operations when  calamities
and natural disasters (floods, forest fires, volcanic eruptions, cyclones, earthquakes, hurricanes, etc.)
have occurred.

Canadian satellites play a leading role in disaster and emergency preparedness management. In
 natural disasters, the data collected by the RADARSAT-1 and RADARSAT-2 satellites help us identify
 potentially dangerous sites, assess the extent of damage and facilitate rescue operations. 

When it comes to saving lives, the observation speed of the Canadian satellites makes it possible to
support humanitarian aid and victim assistance operations. As a founding member of the  International
Charter on Space and Major Disasters, Canada helps mitigate the effects of natural disasters on human
life and natural resources.  Images of devastated areas are supplied to international aid organizations,
which are then able to send resources immediately to begin rescue and rebuilding efforts. 

Established by Canada, the REMSAT (real-time emergency management via satellite) network uses
 telecommunication and Earth observation satellites to provide real-time digital mapping in emergency
situations. The satellite data obtained make it possible not only to predict disasters (such as floods),
in order to take the necessary preventive measures while there is still time, but also to deploy
 resources quickly. For example, by guiding firefighters through a blazing forest fire, the REMSAT
 network satellites can help save lives, protect real property and preserve natural resources.  
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5. Using the Earth’s resources

Our satellites are “gold mines” of information for responsible use of land and

 natural and geological resources. 

Source: Canadian Space Agency

Mapping of geological features makes it possible to improve safety and realize major savings. Using
data obtained by satellites, experts are able to detect faults, folds and other information critical in
the search and distribution of groundwater. 

Information captured from space can be used to locate oil, gas and mineral deposits, in order to
 better direct the development of these resources. 

The information improves the management of our geological resources, but also facilitates the
 detection of suitable below-ground sites for disposal of hazardous wastes. 
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6. Forests, or Green heritage

Canada has the largest national parks system in the world - 42 national parks.

Source: Parks Canada

Space technologies developed for RADARSAT play a leading role in observing and managing Canada’s
natural resources. 

Satellites provide data that can help protect and manage the ecological integrity and use of Canada’s
national parks. With this technology, Parks Canada can detect changes in the forest ecosystem and
in the biodiversity - sometimes difficult to observe from the ground—and as a result, get an accurate
picture of the health of the parks and take action quickly. 

The information gathered is made available on the Parks Canada Web site to increase public  awareness
of climate change. 

Globally, about 13 million hectare of forest are deforested each year—the

 equivalent of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick combined.

Source: Natural Resources Canada

Canada’s RADARSAT provides important data used to map and monitor forests around the world. These
maps produced by specialists using satellite data, give us an accurate picture of forest activities.  

The advanced technology used by the satellites makes it possible to detect clear-cut areas in forests
at rates approaching 100%. Whether assessing the environmental impact of clear cutting in boreal and
tropical forests or gauging the success of reforestation operations, specialists can count on Canadian
technology and expertise.   

A partnership for the habitats of wild species

Source: Canadian Space Agency and Environment Canada

Environment Canada and the Canadian Space Agency are currently working on establishing a  national
satellite-assisted environmental monitoring program. By combining the knowledge and expertise of
the government, universities, the private sector and environmental protection agencies, this co-
 operative pilot project would make it possible to improve management of wild species and the
 enforcement of legislation supporting environmental and species protection.

“Space for Habitat” would use RADARSAT technology to monitor wild species habitat. Data collected
would make it possible to monitor developments and changes occurring in these ecosystems, even
in the most remote locations. There are also plans to use the same techniques to monitor Canada’s
protected areas, in order to enforce environmental protection legislation.   
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